
         March 4, 2017 
Dear Families,	!
I hope you had a great vacation week with your children.  It has been a 
fun week back together with Spirit Week/Read Across America—your kids 
did a great job dressing up with funny hats and getting “wacky” on Wednesday!  
On Friday we were treated to a special presentation by the York Center for 
Wildlife.  They brought in Ruby the red tailed hawk, Byron the barred owl, Clifford 
the box turtle and Skeeter the gray squirrel.  We learned a lot about these animals 
and their adaptations.  We also raised enough money to “adopt” an animal.  Our 
class chose Henry the porcupine.   	!
Friday afternoon Thomas’ mom, Wendy Roberts came in to talk with us about the 
different types of work that scientists do and to tell us more about her own work 
studying cells.  The kids loved the opportunity to look at human blood cells 
through a microscope.  Read on to see what else we’ve been working on and what 
is coming up for your third grader…	!
Reading 
We have completed our nonfiction unit and are returning to a focus on reading 
fiction.  Our new fiction reading unit has us focusing on getting to know the 
characters in our books well.  We are learning to pay attention to a character’s 
words, actions, and behaviors, and to use these to build ideas about a character’s 
traits.   We will be working on building bigger theories about our characters by 
noticing patterns of behaviors as we follow characters through the book.  We will 
also be using our theories about characters to help us make strong predictions as 
we read forward.  The unit will also have kids thinking about story structure—
identifying the character, setting, problem, events and resolution in stories, and 
using these structural elements to help us understand characters and the struggles 
they face or lessons they learn.	!
Writing 
This week was “project week” in writing, and I was thrilled at how engaged your 
children were in their individual projects.  Students were asked to use all 
they’ve learned about informational writing to create a project of some 
kind.  Some chose to create their own slide show, others wrote brochures, 
and others wrote an essay or even created a book.  We really enjoyed 
sharing our work with our classmates in a “museum share” on Friday.  
Next up is our persuasive writing unit.  Students will be writing 
persuasive speeches, editorials and letters, learning to write a “brave 



and bold” thesis statement and to back up their opinions with compelling reasons 
we should agree with them.   	!
Math 
We finished up our fifth math unit this week and have just begun unit 6.  I hope to 
send home math tests sometime next week for you to review with your child.  
Again, please return these so they can be added to your child’s portfolio.  Please 
see the family letter I’ll be sending home on Monday for more information on unit 
6 in math.   Building multiplication fact fluency is an important part of this 
unit.  Please keep encouraging your child to practice every day at home!  
Thank you!  	!
Maine’s Birthday 
We are continuing our year-long study of Maine with a 
celebration of Maine’s birthday.  Maine became a state on 
March 15, 1820.   On March 15 and 16 this year, students 
will rotate through the third grade classrooms participating 
in different activites to help them learn more about our 
state.  Students will learn about Maine geography, our state 
symbols, important Maine industries, and some of the the 
famous authors, artists and politicians who came from 
Maine.  Students will create and film Maine commercials in 
small groups, and we will be treated to a special musical performance by Wayne 
from Maine!  Be looking for information on how you can help out with these 
special days.	!
Other Information: 
• MEA State Testing is coming this month.  Our testing dates are March 22-28.  

The best way to prepare your child is to be sure they’ve had enough rest and 
have had a filling breakfast.  	

• If you missed the Maine Animal Museum, you can still view your child’s 
presentation.  Just have them log into their Google Drive account.  Please email 
me if you need help.	

• Scholastic Book Orders are due by March 10.  You can order online at 
www.scholastic.com/readingclub.  Our class code is HW2DQ.	

• April conferences are coming.  I will send a Sign-Up Genius home soon with 
dates and times.  	

• Our Third Grade Concert is April 6.  More information will be 
coming home soon.  Please mark your calendars.

http://www.scholastic.com/readingclub

