
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! November 5, 2015 
 
Dear Families, !
It’s hard to believe that November is already upon us.  
Soon we will be meeting together at student-led 
conferences to discuss your child’s growth so far this 
year and to set goals for the winter.  I look forward 
to this time together with you and your child.   !
We have been busy in our classroom.  We sent out 52 
postcards earlier this week and have been receiving a 
steady stream of them in the mail!  It’s fun to read 
what others have written about their states and to 
find states on the map of the US.   !
Read on to see what else we’ve been up to… !
Reading 
In reading we continue to focus on important skills that readers use to help 
them understand text.  We are focusing on three big skills right now… !

- Giving yourself a comprehension check every few pages by asking: 
who is in this part, where are they, what are they doing, and how 
does this part fit with other parts I’ve read?  We make mental 
movies to envision what is happening in the text. !

- Making predictions about what might happen next, and telling WHY 
you think that might happen, or giving evidence from the text. !

- Retelling big events that have happened in the book so far.  We’ve 
learned that there is usually one big event per chapter. !

We are using sticky notes and reader’s notebooks to 
jot down notes about our reading.  Students share 
their reading work with reading partners most days.   

Important Dates: !
Mon., Nov. 9:  Walking Trip 
to Town Hall !
Wed., Nov. 11: No School, 
Veteran’s Day !
Tues. and Wed., Nov. 24 
and 25:  No School for 
students, Student-Led 
Conferences 



Writing 
Many students have now finished or are almost ready to “publish” 
one of their personal narratives.  Through the creation of a 
published book, students are learning a lot about the writing 
process, especially the “revision” stage.  Students have worked hard 
to add detailed action, dialogue, and character’s thoughts and 
feelings to their stories.  We’ve learned about revising our leads 
(beginnings) and endings, and to organize our work with paragraphs 
and transition words.   We’ll continue to work on personal narratives 
for the next couple of weeks before moving on to informational 
writing. !
Math 
We are making our way through Unit 2 in math.  Unit 2 focuses on number 
stories.  Students have shown a lot of growth in their abilities to show their 
thinking through pictures, words and number models.  We’ve learned some 
fun games in this unit.  I will send home directions for two of these games:  
Array Bingo and the Division Array Game.  Playing a math game at home is a 
great way to reinforce math concepts with your child. !
Science 
Our mapping unit is drawing to a close.  We’ll 
culminate the unit Friday with a creation of 
our own unique maps of a “mystery island.”  
Next week we’ll begin our first science unit on 
forces and motion.  We will begin by exploring 
forces such as push and pull, and will 
eventually move on to an investigation of 
magnetic force.   We will learn about these 
scientific concepts by conducting experiments and 
collecting and analyzing data.   !!
Photos on the next page of postcard writing, 
pumpkin math, and our Halloween party. 

Reminder… 
!

Field Trip to Town Hall 
Monday!  Wear your 
purple shirt and good 

shoes



 !!!!!!!


